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WHY VOLUNTEER? 


Research indicates that conflict with the 
law most often stems from social, emotional 
and psychological difficulties. Offender 
rehabilitation programs focus on education, 
work experience and behavioral counselling, 
providing the means for offenders to change 
behavior patterns. But programs can only go 
so far in addressing the personal causes of 
conflict with the law. 


Volunteers bring that personal focus to 
corrections with one-to-one relationships that 
foster determination, caring and hope. 


Volunteer service is a large and growing 
component of correctional programming in 
Ontario. As well as providing much needed 
time, talent and energy to programs for 
offenders, volunteers bring a distinctive 
quality of service which complements the role 
played by ministry staff. 


With volunteers, offenders know that 
their best interest is being served out of pure 
kindness and concern. Talking with someone 
from outside “the system” sometimes helps 
them open up to face personal concerns they 
might otherwise be reluctant to share. 
Perhaps most importantly, with volunteers, 
offenders are exposed to living examples of 
selfless caring for others. 


WHO IS THE OFFENDER? 


While the majority of people under the 
ministry’s care are male, between 16 and 25 
years old, there are few other features which 
distinguish a “typical” offender. In fact, 
offenders come from all nationalities and 
socio-economic backgrounds. Perhaps the 
most important thing to remember is that the 
offender could be anyone at all who has failed 
in some area to meet the demands and 
pressures of modern day living. 


WHAT TYPES OF VOLUNTEER 
WORK ARE AVAILABLE? 


Opportunities for volunteer involvement 
in the correctional process are virtually 
limitless. Many people have a specific 
interest in mind when they volunteer- a hobby 
to teach, an interest to share. Others simply 
want to help in whatever way they can. 


EXAMPLES OF ACTIVITIES FOR 
CORRECTIONAL VOLUNTEERS: 


e volunteer probation supervision 
e court research 

e life skills instruction 

e leading group discussions 

e conducting job search seminars 
e drama coaching 

e vocational counselling 

e teaching cooking classes 

e literacy instruction 


e working with families 


WHERE ARE VOLUNTEER 
SERVICES PROVIDED? 


The Ministry of Correctional Services is 
active in many communities throughout 
Ontario. Probation offices, jails, detention 
centres, correctional centres and community 
resource centres — all offer opportunities for 
volunteering. Check in your telephone 
directory under Government of Ontario — 
Correctional Services. 


Volunteers receive an orientation to 
Ontario’s correctional system and, if 
necessary, training in the work to which they 
will be assigned. 


WHY NOT GET INVOLVED? 


People in trouble with the law need help 
and understanding and the acceptance and 
friendship of fellow human beings. Above all, 
it is important for them to know that 
somebody outside of their immediate circle of 
friends really cares. You could make a 
difference in the life of someone who has 
been in trouble with the law. Find out how! 


NEED MORE INFORMATION? 


If you need more information about 
Ontario’s correctional system, contact: 


Communications Branch 
Ministry of Correctional Services 
2001 Eglinton Avenue East 
Scarborough, Ontario 

M1L 4P1 


For general information telephone: 
(416) 750-3333. 


OTHER PUBLICATIONS AVAILABLE: 


e Corrections in Ontario 
e Institutional Programs 
¢ Community Programs 
e Careers in Corrections 
e Ontario Parole 


e Young Offenders 
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